
 

 

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; 

  They are new ever morning; great is your faithfulness. ~Lamentations 3:22-23 

 

         Spring 2010 

Dear Faithful Friends: 

 

This will be my last official prayer letter as an NCF staff member. What a great opportunity to 

celebrate the reality of Godôs faithfulnessðnot just as a formality, but because I am seeing such 

outstanding evidence of it all around. 

  

First, a fun follow up on Urbana. We had an amazing prayer 

team that has continued to love and pray for one another. This 

week we prayed for Marc Papai, who has been involved in 

leading an evangelism project at Ohio State that has confronted 

the justice issue of sex trafficking. In the process, over 300 

students have made commitments to Christ, and 92 more want to 

study the gospels to investigate further. Also this week, we celebrated 

the marriage of our most senior prayer team member, Cora, to Dr. C. Everett Koop, 

and the engagement of our youngest member, Esther.  

 

NCF Staff Leadership Team Meetings, 

March 15-16, followed by Staff Conference, 

March 16-19, were probably the best I have 

ever experienced. There was such a strong 

sense of unity, vision and mission. Jane Hall 

did an outstanding job of leading us as a 

team. I thoroughly enjoyed being set free to 

focus on Spiritual Formation and Prayer. 

Intercessors Barbara Brown and Audrey Hay prayed for us 

throughout the meetings. We spent a large portion of our 

time together in prayer and Bible study using some creative 

approaches, including a ñThrone Roomò (above) for our 

prayer meetings, a Concert of Prayer for the campus (led by 

Renee Lick), and a ñcoloring pageò meditation based on 

Isaiah 43:1-3. Iôll attach a copy, so you can get out your 

colored pencils try it. First read the passage, and then write 

your own name on the babyôs head and the names of those 

you want to pray for in the sky. Meditate on the text as you 

color and pray accordingly for those whose names you write. 

 

Following the Staff 

Conference, I was blessed 

with a delightful 

ñCelebration of Ministryò 

(aka retirement party). 

The picture above shows 

all the current and former 

NCF staff who attended. 

Also attending were many 

who have volunteered 

with NCF over the years, 

people from my church 

and my husband and 

daughter. Presentations 

reviewing what God has 

INTERVARSITY  



done over the last 40 years in NCF not only encouraged me, they inspired current staff and other 

guestsðso much so that one of the guests made a commitment to Christ that night! 

 

Another encouraging event was 

InterVarsityôs National Spiritual 

Formation and Prayer Staff 

Gathering, April 12-15, pictured 

at right. This emerging specialty 

role in InterVarsity, seeks to 

strengthen the foundations of 

InterVarsity in prayer and 

Scripture through ministering to, 

and equipping staff teams in 

these areas. Iôve been privileged 

to be part of this group over the 

past three years. 

 

Despite all the delightful farewells, I am not done with my NCF 

work until June 30. Please pray for the two NCF Nurses Week 

Prayer Breakfasts in the greater Philadelphia Area, May 1 in 

Hatboro and May 8 in Frederick. Pray for Jackie and Caryn as 

they lead the first one, and for Jen and me as we lead the second 

one.  Call or email me if you want more details. 

 

Finally, I want to say a huge THANK YOU for your 

faithfulness in prayer and giving. Some of you have given for 

all 40 of those years! Some of you werenôt even born 40 years ago, but you have caught the 

vision for ministry to nurses and nursing students and taken up the baton. You have all been such 

encouraging partners in this ministry, and I am deeply grateful for you. If you are praying about 

how to redirect your giving to NCF, let me suggest three ways to invest in the future of NCF 

after June 30. 

 

¶ Jane Hall, who is serving as NCF Interim Director. She is an outstanding leader! 

¶ Skip McDonald who serves on campus in the Southeast and also has gifts in spiritual 

formation and prayer. 

¶ Renee Lick  is national student ministry Director and will be responsible for developing 

campus staff in the Mid-Atlantic Region (as well as the rest of the country!) 

 

My husband Jim is also retiring June 30, after pastoring the same congregation for 32 years, so 

this is a major turning point for us. Many of you have asked what we are planning to do with all 

this new ñfree time.ò First, we are trying to listen carefully to God. We truly believe that this is 

merely a new phase of ministry, not a time to sit and rock! We are serving on the board of a new 

ministry, Christian Listeners USA, that is part of a UK organization called Acorn Christian 

Healing Foundation www.acornchristian.org. They focus on listening, healing and reconciliation. 

In October, we will take a ñpilgrimageò to the UK as part of our discernment process. Please 

pray with us as we explore. 

 

We will not be moving, but we do have two new addresses (both work equally well): 

 

¶ PO Box 356, Frederick, PA 19435, or 

¶ 302 Township Line Road, Perkiomenville, PA 18074 

 

Thank you again, for your faithful love and support! 

 

Love, 

 

 

 

Judy Shelly 

NCF Spiritual Formation and Prayer Specialist 

judyshelly@comcast.net 

610-754-7001 

http://www.acornchristian.org/
mailto:judyshelly@comcast.net


 

 


